Suggested letter to MP or Federal Candidates

Dear ,

I am writing to you today as a member of the Telecommunications Workers Union (TWU) to express my
concerns about the ongoing problems faced by Canadian telephone workers and their customers.

Recent developments within the telecom industry have clearly shown that deregulation has had the results
that we in the labour movement, correctly predicted it would have when competition was first introduced.
Back then, long distance rates subsidized local service and urban customers subsidized rural. As
predicted, deregulation has led to unprecedented local rate increases. In addition, the levying of charges
for services that were previously provided for free, such as directory assistance, has resulted in a majority
of customers paying far more for their basic service than they paid under the regulated system and it is no
secret that overall quality of service has declined substantially since competition was introduced.

Although many Telcos are again reporting record profits the search for more money has also greatly
advanced the incumbent telephone companies’ political push to do away with foreign ownership
restrictions, as they look to foreign corporate giants for an influx of capital. Naively, they suggest that
they can accept cash without giving up operational control or the ability to keep jobs here in Canada.
Foreign ownership restrictions, currently capped at 47% are now being reviewed by the Federal
Government with an eye towards the removal of any barriers to foreign investment. Lifting these
restrictions could cost the Canadian economy thousands of jobs. This is not only a sovereignty issue but
also a matter of national security in that Canadian retention and control of communications systems is
vital in the protection of national interests.

I call on you to join us in resisting any movement towards relaxing foreign ownership restrictions and to
do everything in your power to promote universal access to affordable, high quality communications
services through greater regulatory restraints that will serve to protect Canadian consumers and Canadian
jobs.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this matter. I would appreciate a reply from your office,
which outlines your position on the matter and any steps you intend to take in defense of these important

causes. I look forward to hearing from you soon.

Sincerely,

(signature)

Name:

(please print)

Address:

City:

Province:

Postal Code:

Contact No.:
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